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PORTAL BERITA
AN

Ramadan tahun ini pastiberbera apabilafiada lagi suasana meriah orang ramai membeli-belah juadah berbuka puasa dibazar berikutan penularan wabak Covid-19. Sefakat ini.
lima negeri sudah mengesahkan fiada penganjuran bazar berkenaan manakala bakinya dijangka memberi keputusan dalam masa ferdekat. Berikutanitu. peniaga bercadang
menggunakan kaedah bazar Ramadan elekironik (e-barar Ramadan) serta konsep jualan pandulalu demi meneruskan kelangsungan hidup.
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DILEMA ANJUR
BAZAR RAMADAN

Wabak punca aktiviti orang ramai berkumpul tidak sesuai diadakan

Oleh Amir Abd Hamid

am@hmetro.com.my
Kuala Lumpur

arikh 1 Ramadan

menandakan

bermulanya puasa
yang jatuh pada tarikh
24 April ini.

Selain umat Islam mula
menunaikan rukun Islam,
ketibaannya dinantikan
penduduk Malaysia tanpa
mengira bangsa serta agama
susulan tarikan bazar
Ramadan diadakan
di seluruh negara.

Namun wabak pandemik
virus Covid-19 melanda
negara menyebabkan
sebarang aktiviti orang
ramai berkumpul disifatkan
tidak sesuai diadakan.

Negeri Sembilan menjadi
negeri pertama membuat
keputusan melarang
penganjuran bazar Ramadan
apabila Menteri Besarnya
Datuk Seri Aminuddin
Harun mengumumkan
perkara itu pada 26 Mac lalu.

Kerajaan Terengganu turut
mengambil keputusan
membatalkan penganjuran
bazar Ramadan tahun ini
dan alternatifnya digantikan
dengan bazar secara dalam
talian selepas diumumkan
pada 30 Mac lalu.

Pengerusi J[awatankuasa
Keusahawanan, Sumber
Manusia, Industri Mikro dan
Hal Ehwal Penjaja negeri
Terengganu Mohd
Nurkhuzaini Abd Rahman
menyifatkan ia langkah
terbaik dalam memastikan
keselamatan rakyat negeri
itu.

Ia diikuti pengumuman 1
April lalu oleh Menteri Besar
Kedah Datuk Seri Mukhriz
Mahathir bahawa kerajaan
negeri membatalkan operasi
bazar Ramadan dan bazar
Aidilfitri di seluruh negeri
itu bagi mengekang

penularan Covid-19.

Pada hari sama di
Selangor, Menteri Besarnya
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
turut mengambil langkah
sama membatalkan
penganjuran bazar Ramadan
selepas perkara itu
dibincangkannya secara
dalam talian dengan yang
dipertua pihak berkuasa
tempatan seluruh negeri

Beliau berkata keputusan
itu dibuat berdasarkan
situasi semasa wabak
di negeri berkenaan namun

Musa pula berkata beliau
selaku menteri
bertanggungjawab
memberikan masa sehingga
hari ini kepada pihak
berkuasa iaitu Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL), Perbadanan
Putrajaya dan Perbadanan
Labuan untuk
mengemukakan cadangan
terlebih dulu.

Katanya, belum ada
sebarang keputusan
mengenai penganjuran
bazar Ramadan di Wilayah

sekiranya K ian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
membenarkan bazar
Ramadan dianjurkan,
pihaknya akan mengguna
pakai saranan itu.

Sultan Johor, Sultan
Ibrahim Iskandar semalam
menitahkan supava rakyat
melupakan dulu bazar
Ramadan disebabkan risiko
berlakunya kontak rapat
adalah amat besar.

Baginda meluahkan
kebimbangan sekiranya
berlaku penularan virus
berkenaan secara berleluasa
akan turut memberi kesan
kepada usaha kerajaan dalam
membasmi sepenuhnya
wabak itu.

Dalam kenyataan
berasingan, Menteri Wilayah
Persekutuan Tan Sri Annuar

Persek tahun ini
seperti yang ditimbulkan
sesetengah pihak.

Ketua Menteri Melaka
Datuk Sulaiman Md Ali pula
menyatakan belum
memutuskan sama ada
penganjuran bazar Ram
adan di negeri itu
diteruskan atau sebaliknya.

Bagi kerajaan negeri
Pahang pula, setakat ini
belum ada keputusan
rasmi bagi seluruh negeri
namun Majlis Daerah Pekan
(MDP) lebih awal bertindak
apabila Yang Dipertuanya
Datuk Rose Shamsul Abdul
Razak pada 31 Mac lalu
memutuskan dua bazar
Ramadan utama di daerah

berat untuk diterima
keputusan itu namun
pihaknya terpaksa berbuat
demikian demi keselamatan
dan kesihatan masyarakat
setempat.

Menteri Besar Kelantan
Datuk Ahmad Yakob pada
29 Mac lalu pula
membayangkan
kemungkinan tiada bazar
Ramadan di negeri itu
tahun ini.

Mengulas mengenai sama
ada perlu bazar Ramadan
diadakan tahun ini, KKM
mengalu-alukan idea dan
inovasi daripada orang
ramai, untuk
dipertimbangkan.

“Masa inilah kita
menggunakan idea yang
inovatif, sebagai contoh
e-bazar Ramadan, online
bazar Ramadan atau bazar
Ramadan pandu lalu. Kita
alu-alukan idea baharu
kerana hendak mengelakkan
perhimpunan orang ramai,”
kata Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan KKM Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah.

Pemerhatian Harian Metro
mendapati belum ada
kenyataan atau keputusan
dari Sabah, Sarawak,

Perak dan Pulau Pinang

itu tidak akan diadal

‘:u‘ 'l g per bazar

Katanya, pun terlalu
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Pasrah wang simpanan
hanya tinggal RM50

Banting: Menempuh caba-
ran arahan Perintah Kawa-
lan Pergerakan (PKP) fasa
kedua menangani wabak
Covid-19 ini membuatkan
keluarga Mohamad Hilmi
Abdul Rani@Atam, 34, ter-
paksa mencatu makanan.

Menurutnya, bekalan ma-
kanan untuk keluarganya
hanya yang tinggal sedikit
beras, bawang, telur dan
minyak masak.

Mohamad Hilmi berkata,
isterinya, Suriana Azliza
Musa, 35, menghidap pe-
nyakit asma terkesan de-
ngan situasi yang berlaku.

“Wang simpanan hanya
tinggal RMs0. Kami tidak
mampu bertahan lagi untuk
mencatu makanan.

“Saya masak ulam dan sa-
yuran kampung untuk isteri
dan dua anak kami yang
masih kecil,” katanya ketika
ditemui di Bandar Mahkota,
di sini, semalam.

Pekerja swasta kontrak itu
berkata, gaji  bulanan
RM1,700 sebulan tidak cu-
kup menyara keluarganya
kerana sebahagian dipotong
majikan kerana cuti ketika
PKP sejak 18 Mac lalu.

“Kami menyewa rumah
selepas berpindah ke sini
akhir tahun lalu. Saya ber-
harap kerajaan Selangor
mendengar keluhan nasib
kami dan menghulurkan
bantuan kepada keluarga
kami kategori miskin ban-
dar ini,” katanya.

Dia berkata, keluarganya
berdoa agar berjaya mene-
rima sumbangan diumum-
kan Perdana Menteri Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin dalam
Pakej Rangsangan Ekonomi
Prihatin baru-baru ini.

Manakala orang ramai
yang ingin menghulurkan
sumbangan boleh menghu-
bungi Mohamad Hilmi di
talian 017- 3405500.

A\

MOHAMAD Hilmi
terpaksa mengikat perut
untuk kelangsungan

hidup keluarganya.
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Pencuri siber terus bermaharajalela

AN ILMU
— | —\ KEJURUTERAAN
;‘; DARIPADA

AL-QURAN

DR MUHIDIN ARIFIN

iman tanpa ilmu umpama len-

tera di tangan bayi, namun ilmu
tanpa iman bagaikan lentera di tangan
pencuri.

Penulis teringat pesan Buya Hamka
kerana selepas kerajaan pusat mengu-
mumkan pelbagai pakej rangsangan bagi
melegakan beban rakyat rentetan pande-
mik Covid-19, tanpa semena-mena be-
ratus ribu SMS menerjah masuk memin-
ta pengguna memberi beberapa
maklumat termasuk kad pengenalan diri.

Jelas sekali, pencuri siber tidak sang-
gup menunggu lama dan mereka me-
rompak pada siang hari tanpa belas ka-
sihan. Penulis percaya ketika Friedhelm
Hillebrand dan Bernard Ghillebaert
daripada Franco-German GSM Coope-
ration mencipta SMS pada awal 1980-an,
mereka mahukan reka cipta dimanfaat-
kan dengan cara baik.

ujangga besar Nusantara, Buya
PHamka pernah berpesan iaitu

Persoalan besar yang berlegar dalam
kotak pemikiran umum sekarang ialah
bagaimana penyangak siber boleh men-
dapatkan data telefon bimbit pemilik
kenderaan yang dikecualikan membayar
hutang selama enam bulan bermula April.

Selama ini, modus operandi scam-
mers kebiasaannya mereka akan menya-
sarkan individu tertentu dengan mene-
lefon mereka. Bagaimanapun, kali ini
pencuri siber bertindak berani dengan
menghantar SMS kononnya mewakili
bank tertentu dengan meminta pengguna
memberi nombor kad pengenalan diri
yang sudah semestinya akan dimanfaat-
kan sehingga menyebabkan kerugian
besar.

Laporan media menyebut scammers
telah menyebabkan kerugian sebanyak
RM410.6 juta membabitkan 8,489 kes
direkodkan sepanjang 2018 sehingga
Ogos tahun lalu. Perangkaan Polis Dira-
ja Malaysia (PDRM) menunjukkan ba-
hawa sepanjang tempoh tersebut, 7,833
kes melibatkan pinjaman tidak wujud
menyebabkan kerugian RM71.7 juta.

Sehingga kini, pelbagai kes scam-
mers telah dikenal pasti termasuk Macau
Scammer dan Love Scammer.

ALLAH SWT telahpun memberi
amaran tentang senario ini dalam surah

al-Qalam (68:10-13) bermaksud: “Dan
Jjanganlah kamu ikuti setiap orang yang
banyak bersumpah lagi hina; yang banyak
mencela, yang kian ke mari menghambur
fitnah; yang sangat enggan berbuat baik,
yang melampaui batas lagi banyak dosa;
yang kaku kasar, selain daripada itu, yang
terkenal kejahatannya; kerana dia mem-
punyai (banyak) harta dan anak.”

Penyangak

Penulis pasti dalam kes terbaharu,
penyangak siber telah menggunakan ka-
edah slot giliran dalam tempoh tertentu
dikehendaki penghantar dan siaran dibu-
at secara automatik kepada slot kosong.
Pesanan termasuk teks, gambar dan video
ini telah disediakan penghantar dan di-
simpan sebagai draf dalam cloud server
(server awan). Penjadualan maklumat ini
bersilih ganti terbina secara automatik
oleh sistem Urchin Traffic Module
(UTM) sebagai pembina dan pemintas
pautan.

Sistem ini mampu mendapatkan pan-
dangan pengikut (follower) dan demo-
grafinya. Ia juga mampu menganalisis
prestasi kandungan dari segi kegiatan
penonton, kadar penglibatan, bilangan
suka (likes) dan pandangan serta komen.
Sistem ini juga mampu meningkatkan

jangkauan dan penglibatan kita dalam
media sosial yang ada dengan terbina
post boosting. Kod UTM ialah coretan
kod mudah yang boleh kita tambahkan
kepada Uniform Resource Locator (URL)
bagi menjejaki prestasi kempen dan kan-
dungan kerana ada lima variasi parame-
ter URL yang boleh kita jejaki seperti
source, medium, campaign, term dan
content.

URL ialah satu bentuk Uniform Re-
source Identifier (URT) berfungsi sebagai
pengenal sumber data atau dokumen
secara uniform dan tidak langsung diak-
ses melalui internet dan intranet. Dari
situlah penyanggak pengodam menda-
patkan maklumat pengguna atau meng-
hantar maklumat palsu terus kepada
penerima.

Justeru, penulis mendesak PDRM
dan semua pihak yang bertanggungjawab
memperuntukkan lebih banyak peruntu-
kan membeli peralatan canggih bagi
memintas pergerakan dan menghentikan
kegiatan scammers tidak berhati perut
ini sekali gus mengelakkan kerugian be-
sar.

* Profesor Madya Ir Dr Muhidin Arifin ialah
Pengarah Institut Kejuruteraan Sukan

Pusat Kec langan Universiti Sele
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g" A Authorities across the _
O) (" Klang Valley are seeking

the people’s cooperation to -
@n keepiroads clear as they carry
_out d thorough cleansing of

streets and public facilities,
with special focus on Covid-19
red zone districts. >2&3
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Targeted washdown of Klang Valley

Disinfection exercise prioritises areas with high concentration of people and street infrastructure

uing
Covid-19

FORTY-SEVEN hotspots in the
country are currently being disin-
fected by the authorities, with four
of the red zone districts being in
the Klang Valley,

The four are Lembah Pantai,
Petaling, Hulu Langat and
Seremban.

For these areas, the authorities
will disinfect road fixtures such as
lampposts, bus stops, sidewalks
and public transportation hubs.

Fire and Rescue Services
Department director-general Datuk
Mohammad Hamdan Wahid said
the public should stay at home and
keep the roads free to allow the
men in uniform to do their job
well.

“If you stay at home and do not
travel, the roads will be free of traf-
fic. This will enable the authorities
to move their 10,000-litre and
20,000-litre water tanks faster and
cover more areas in the disinfec-
tion process.

“The disinfection is done mostly
on spots that are regularly touched
by people such as handrails.

“Once sprayed with the sodium
hypochlorite, the area will be disin-
(et:fd within five minutes,” he
sai

KUALA LUMPUR

Mayor Datuk Nor Hisham
Ahmad Dahlan said hundreds of
public areas, including public facil-
ities, bus stops, markets, communi-
ty halls and sports complexes
would be given a thorough wash-
down.

This is after 455 residents tested
positive for Covid-19 in the city,
with the most number of cases
reported in Lembah Pantai at 249
as of April 1.

Over the coming week, hundreds
of hotspots in all 11 parliamentary
constituencies will undergo the
sanitation exercise.

“We are targeting areas with a
high concentration of people,” said
Nor Hisham.

The mayor said the areas were
those identified as red zones by the
Health Ministry.

“Notices have already been put
up in these places so that the pub-
lic are aware of it and will avoid
those areas,” he said.

The mayor said sanitation
officers would be armed with the
right gear to carry out the disinfec-
tion exercise.

“They will be equipped with high
pressure mist blowers, spray cans,
jetters, fog sprays and water tank-
ers to wash the area.

“New areas will be identified at a
later date,” he said.

The mayor said Kuala Lumpur
City Hall (DBKL) was working with
the Health Ministry to identify hot-
Spofs.

So far, the areas that have been
disinfected are Sri Petaling, Bukit
Damansara, Kampung Baru, Pudu
and Masjid India.

At least 200 people are involved
in a disinfection exercise.

Each area cleansed is further
divided into mini hotspots.

“For example at Pudu market,

personnel.

we identified 30 hotspots in and
around the market and they were
given a thorough cleansing.

Areas covered were Jalan Metro
Pudu, Jalan Gelang, Jalan Chin
Chin, Jalan Brunei Barat, Jalan
Kancil, Jalan Imbi, Jalan Cochrane
?nd Jalan Chan Sow Lin, to name a
ew.

In some areas, drones are used
to help in the sanitisation of
high-rises such as in Kampung
Baru.

The sanitation exercise usually
starts at 9am and ends by noon.

Nor Hisham said all disinfection
exercises carried out by DBKL
would follow Health Ministry
standards.

He said this included the spray-
ing method, the chemical used and

within its jurisdiction.

the disinfection procedure as well
as protocols.

“DBKL has been carrying out dis-

infection exercises daily at certain
locations since March 18 when the
movement control order (MCO)
came into effect.

“We liaise with other govern-
ment agencies to get information
on which areas are considered to
be a Covid-19 hotspot,” he said.

“DBKL will also carry out disin-
fection at all wet markets in the
city from time to time,” said Nor
Hisham during a disinfection exer-
cise around Jalan Masjid India and
Dang Wangi.

‘The operation started at Dataran
Merdeka and focused on commer-
cial and residential premises with-
In a 1km radius.

Some 40 personnel from DBKL's
Health Department were mobilised
along with several other agencies
including Alam Flora Sdn Bhd,
Solid Waste and Public Cleansing
Management Corporation
(SWCorp), fire department and the

police.
PETALING JAYA

The Jalan Othman Market was
one of the locations sanitised.

Housing and Local Government
Minister Zuraidah Kamaruddin
was present to observe the cleans-
ing carried out by some 50 person-
nel.

The activity was part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to disinfect select-
ed locations and restore public

confidence, said the minister,

“Twenty-three locations are
identified as red spots, whereby
there are over 40 Covid-19 cases
recorded within a 1.5km radius.

“Some 24 locations are identified
as orange spots, whereby between
20 and 40 cases were recorded.

“All of Petaling Jaya is a hotspot.
Next, we are going to disinfect the
people’s housing project (PPR),” she
said.

Zuraida assured that the chemi-
cal, costing about RM6 a litre, was
safe to be used for sanitation.

She added that the cost to disin-
fect these places was not an issue
because the government worked
with the authorities that had equip-
ment such as the fire department
and SWCorp.

“We have some 100,000 litres of
chemicals that were donated for
this disinfection process. The
Government will add to it when
necessary,” she said.

She later visited Masjid Al-Falah,
Kampung Sungai Ramal Dalam in
Kajang, which also went through a
disinfection process.

Petaling Jaya mayor Datuk Mohd
Sayuthi Bakar said the city council
would carry out continuous efforts
to disinfect hotspots.

SUBANG JAYA

A sanitisation exercise was car-
ried out at the Sri Serdang Flats in
Jalan Sri Serdang Selatan on March
31,

Subang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPS)) issued a notice to the resi-
dents stating that the exercise
would be done from 2pm to 5pm at
stairways, corridors, and common
areas,

were told to coop:

by ensuring that the walkways
were not obstructed by their
belongings, and that they should
stay in their own homes during the
disinfection,

They were also reminded to keep
their units and the flats’ common
areas clean.

The day before, public sanitation
was carried out at the 515 market
in Subang Jaya. MPS] Valuation
and Property Management
Department director Aida Omar
headed the exercise.

Public cleansing contractors
were tasked with carrying out the
disinfection.

KLANG

Disinfection exercise on a wider
scale is being carried out around
Pekan Rantau Panjang about 12km
from Klang Municipal Council's
(MPK) headquarters, which had
been categorised a Covid-19 high-
risk area.

In Klang, the district fire depart-
ment coordinated the sanitisation
team that comprised 30 men from
the department with eight person-
nel each from MPK, North Klang
Police headquarters and People’s
Volunteer Corps (Rela),

Wearing personal protective
equipment, they carried out a sev-
en-hour cleansing operation until
late afternoon to disinfect frequent
touch-points such as door knobs,
lift buttons, railings along roads
and five-foot-ways, and escalator
handrails.

Klang fire department zone chief
Hussin Ab Rahman said the opera-
tions went as planned.

“Our operations began at 10am
after a short meeting at the village
hall in Pekan Rantau Panjang.
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Apartment being disinfected.

“We had informed the shop own-
ers and residents that a disinfec-
tion exercise would be carried out
for three days. Most of the locals
gave full support by staying
indoors, even the fast food outlets
only began operations after our
men had disinfected the area,” he
said.

Hussin added that the team
would focus on schools, govern-
ment quarters, shop lots, residen-
tial areas and the walk-up apart-
ments in Taman Kembara in the
following two days.

Among the areas in Pekan
Rantau Panjang that will be cov-
ered are Taman Sri Rantau, Taman
Teluk Kapas, Jalan Haji Musran,
Jalan Genting, Jalan Rantau
Panjang and Jalan Sekolah.

Hussin said the disinfection exer-
cise would be carried out in
Bandar Botanic next week from
Monday to Wednesday.

Itis learnt that the disinfection
exercise will cover the residential
and commercial areas of Bidara
Precinct in Bandar Botanic, com-
mercial areas in Bandar Bukit
Tinggi and the area around Jalan
Temenggung in Taman Sentosa,
Klang.

SELAYANG

Markets and public spaces are
being disinfected by a team from
Selayang Municipal Council (MPS),
which consisted of 25 personnel
led by environmental health officer
Muhd Kasri Muhardin.

Among the locations targeted
for disinfection were the Bandar
Baru Selayang commercial
area, food courts, bus stops and

MPS sending its personnel out to disinfect public places in Bandar Baru Selayang. (Right) A lift in Serdang Villa

MPS-owned markets.

“This exercise is required as a
precautionary measure,” said MPS
president Shamsul Shahril Badliza
Mohd Noor in a media statement.

He said it would be carried out
at other public spaces as well
throughout the MCO.

Apart from the disinfection exer-
cise, MPS has also tightened
enforcement, especially at all its
public markets and grocery stores
to ensure the public practise social
distancing.

SHAH ALAM

Personnel have disinfected a few
public places such as Section 14
post office, Section 15 and Kota
Kemuning police station.

‘The disinfection process on
Tuesday started at 9am with 15
officers from the Environmental
Health and Engineering depart-
ment, said Shah Alam City Council
(MBSA) Corporate Communications
head Shahrin Ahmad.

“Before this, we conducted the
exercise at police stations in
Section 6, Sungai Buloh, commer-
cial shops in Section 18 and Section
6 as well as Bandar Baru Sungai
Buloh Market.”

He added that the sanitisation
operations were carried out daily
at different public spaces.

PUTRAJAYA

Putrajaya Corporation (PPj) has
been carrying out routine cleaning
and disinfection operations at pub-
lic facilities and government quar-
ters since mid-March, said PPj pres-
ident Datuk Dr Aminuddin Hassim.

“We are also implementing addi-

tional disinfection works at com-
mercial complexes and govern-
ment facilities this week.

“This is done as a joint exercise
with other agencies such as Alam
Flora, fire department, SWCorp,
police, Rela, Health Ministry and
Malaysia Civil Defence Force.”

Aminuddin said the joint exer-
cise, which involved spraying disin
fectant had covered Putrajaya
Hospital, Putrajaya Sentral, Nadi
Putra bus depot, Precinct 8 public
market, Bazaar@8 and Precinct 15
commercial complex and Precinct
1 government complex.

“PPj stepped up cleaning works
at buildings and public facilities
under our administration with
daily disinfection of high-risk spac-
es such as building lobbies, lifts,
public toilets, food courts and chil-
dren’s playgrounds.

“We are also disinfecting high
touch-points with a diluted bleach
solution,” he added.

KAJANG

Kajang Municipal Council (MPKj)
deputy president Najmuddin
Jemain said it had increased disin-
fection works since late March at
frequently visited and high-risk
areas.

A total of 86 locations under
MPKj's administration have been
identified for the sanitisation exer-
cise.

These include public and com-
munity halls, public markets, food
courts, public toilets, MPKj's office
and other public premises.

“"As of March 30, I would say that
most people are complying with
the MCO. While compliance was

Police roadblocks at major roads in Klang are helping to ensure smooth
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implementation of the public sanitisation exercise. — NORAFIFI EHSAN/

The Star

MBSA workers disinfecting the Section 14 post office as part of the city

council’s daily sanitisation exercise.

initially slow, it is now at 95%,"
said Najmuddin,

“It has been challenging to
ensure that hawkers, traders and
business owners comply with the
MCO but they do cooperate with

us.

He said MPK]j had inspected 237
premises as of March 30 and issued
189 notices to those found flouting
MCO regulations.

“We also raided three factories
that were open during this restric-
tion period, even though their
operations were unrelated to
essential services. They also did not
have permission from the relevant
ministry to operate,” he added.

AMPANG

Bus stops, public parks and
train stations in Ampang are being
sanitised by Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council (MPA]) following
a directive from the National
Security Council and Health
Ministry.

Areas such as Pandan Indah,
Keramat and Pandan Jaya were
given a thorough cleaning and dis-
infected to help curb the spread of
Covid-19.

MPA] press relations officer
Norhayati Ahmad said that while
markets under its jurisdiction had
been cleaned since March 23, the
local authority would now focus on
other public areas.

“We are prioritising disinfecting
places that have a high concentra-
tion of people as well as street
infrastructure,” she said.

‘They include the vicinity of Mid
Point shopping centre, Pandan
Indah commercial centre, Keramat
AU1 to AUS, and children’s play-
grounds.

During the sanitisation exercise,
MPA] personne] used high pow-
ered water jets, mist blowers and
backpack sprayers with a solution
of ammonium chloride to disinfect.

“Each day, some 30 employees
will target a specific location to
clean and disinfect.

“We hope that residents will also
play their part by following the
officers’ instructions,” said
Norhayati.

She noted that although a major-
ity of people were adhering to the
MCO, there were some who fail to
abide by the rules.

“Officers are continuing to
inspect businesses that have been
allowed to operate, but people are
not maintaining social distancing
within the premises.

“For the moment we are giving
them verbal warnings but if they
continue to disobey, sterner action
will be taken,” she said, adding
checks are being carried out with
the police.

SERI KEMBANGAN

Serdang Villa Apartment was
disinfected after a resident there
was found positive for Covid-19.

Seri Kembangan assemblyman
Ean Yong Hian Wah said he was
approached b{ the apartment man-
agement for allocation to disinfect
the apartment.

“The Sri Serdang voluntary fire
brigade disinfected the apartment.
We provided the disinfectant,

“Disinfection was carried out at
corridors and common places like
the surau and activity centre,” he
saidm adding that there had been
at least three cases in Seri
Kembangan to date.

“I urge people not to panic and
follow guidelines by the National
Security Council,” he said.

Ean Yong noted that the situation
at the markets was under control.

“Community policing members
will stand by from 6am and MPS]
enforcement officers take over
from 7am or 8am.

“All entrances are closed except
for one, so people must queue up
to get in. Only 50 people are
allowed in at any one time."

He reminded Seri Kembangan
New Village residents to abide by
the MCO and take precautions
against Covid-19.
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WHAT Ramadan bazaar traders in
Selangor had feared has happened.

Although they worry about loss
of income with the cancellation of
the annual event, they say people’s
lives are more important.

Those interviewed by StarMetro
hope the state government would
allow them to continue running
their food business so that they
could make some extra income to
celebrate Hari Raya Aidilfitri.

All those who had paid for their
trading permits would get refunds
from the respective local councils,
said state local government, public
transport and new village develop-
ment committee chairman Ng Sze
Han.

On Wednesday, Mentri Besar
Amirudin Shari announced that all
Ramadan bazaars in Selangor
would be cancelled after four dis-
tricts — Hulu Langat, Petaling,
Gombak and Klang — were
declared red zones due to the high
number of Covid-19 cases.

He, however, added that the ban
could be lifted based on Health
Ministry guidelines.

Traders’ feedback

Even before the state's announce-
ment, trader Norhaliza Halim said
she had told her children not to
expect new clothes for Hari Raya
in case she did not get a slot at the
bazaar.

“They were understanding,” said
the 40-year-old trader who started
selling at a bazaar in Kajang only
last year.

Norhaliza added that she did not
make any payment when applying
for the trading permit.

“The payment would have been
done only after I received a confir-
mation email from the council,”
she added.

Azza Azrin Juri, 28, understands
the need for Ramadan bazaars to
be cancelled as people’s safety was
more important.

“The income that I get from the
Ramadan bazaar is triple that of
other months, but my family will
make do without the extra money
and scale down our Raya prepara-
tions,"” she said, adding that what
she usually earned would cover
her household expenses for three
to four months.

The mother of two howeve
hoped that Shah Alam City Council
(MBSA) would refund the RM345
she paid for the trading permit and
a bazaar management course she
attended in early March.

Kelana Jaya business association
committee member Suliman Yusop
said most traders hope to still be
able to do some form of business
during Ramadan even if there

Traders on board with

cancellation of bazaar

S'gor hawkers looking for other ways to earn income during Ramadan

were no bazaars.

He sells nasi kukus on a daily
basis, and lemang during
Ramadan. He now uses WhatsApp
to promote his business.

Nor Haniza Idris, who has been
selling traditional kuih at the USJ 4
bazaar since 2002, said she had
expected the cancellation.

Estimating her losses to be in the
thousands, she had already made
plans to get orders from her regu-
lar customers and deliver it to
them.

As an alternative source of
income during Ramadan, Nor
Haniza, who is now at her village
in Perlis, hopes to sell harum
manis mangoes that are in season
now, in Kuala Lumpur.

For drink seller Muhd Syafiq
Azfar, the bazaar at Section 20
Shah Alam was his sole income for
the month and with it being can-
celled, he would have to find
another job.

“I earned about RM10,000 in
gross income from two stalls at the
bazaar last year and with it can-
celled this year, it will definitely hit
me badly but I will just have to get
through this tough time,” he said.

The 25-year-old said on other
days he helps his mother at their
stall in the Putrajaya pasar tani.

Payments to be refunded

Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP])
corporate communications officer
Ahmad Iskandar Mohamad
Mukhtar said the city council held
its online application for Ramadan
bazaar permits early this year with
the submission deadline on Feb 20,

Some 1,420 trading lots were
offered at 19 locations across
Petaling Jaya, with Kelana Jaya,
Damansara Damai and Taman
Medan being the bigger venues.

MBP] also postponed its briefing
and balloting session for Ramadan
bazaar traders which was original-
ly scheduled for early April as the
movement control order (MCO)
had come into effect then.

Klang Municipal Council (MPK)
acting president Elya Marini
Darmin said the council would
refund payments made for Bazaar
Ramadan Jalan Taiping and Bazaar
Juadah permits.

Among the popular food stalls
are in Taman Sri Andalas, Simpang
Empat in Teluk Pulai and Jalan
Paip in Meru.

In 2019, it is learned that MPK
earned RM415,000 from Bazaar
Juadah while the one in Jalan
Taiping brought in RM1mil.

Every year Malaysians look forward to patronising Ramadan bazaars. — Filepic

Kajang Municipal Council (MPKj)
conducted online applications this
year, said its public relations head
Kamarul Izlan Sulaiman.

“There haven't been any mone-
tary transactions so far as the e-ap-
plications for Ramadan bazaar
trading lots did not include pay-
ment,” he said, adding that the
traders were supposed to pay only
when they attend the briefing and
collect their offer letters.

“We were in the midst of draw-
ing up the offer letters for the trad-
ers and planning the mandatory
pre-bazaar briefing, but it was halt-
ed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.”

MPKj had identified 37 bazaar
locations in Kajang, Cheras and
Bangi this year.

Sepang Municipal Council presi-
dent Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim said
to ensure no bazaar is open, the
council would mobilise enforce-
ment officers to monitor the loca-
tions,

“Last year, we rented 659 lots at
13 sites. No deposit or payment
were collected for this year yet,” he
said.

Selayang Municipal Council
(MPS) did not issue any trading
permits for Ramadan bazaars as
the MCO had come into effect, said
its corporate communications
department deputy director
Ahmad Fauzi Ishak.

ry

Although MPS had approved six
locations for the bazaar this year, it
did not collect any payment from
the traders.

MBSA corporate communica-
tions head Shahrin Ahmad said the
city council had issued 1,770 per-

Nor Haniza
(left), who has
been selling
traditional
kuih at the
USJ 4 bazaar
in Subang
Jaya since
2002, has
told her
regular
customers to
order directly
from her.

mits for 31 locations around the
city for the bazaars.

There were also an additional 12
locations handled by private com-
panies, resident associations and
the Village Community
Management Council.
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